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Juvenile Delinquents.—In Canada, as in other countries, the 
number of juvenile delinquents coming before the courts has increased 
very considerably in recent years. In 1920, 3,355 persons under 
16 years of age were convicted of indictable offences, as compared 
with an annual average of 972 in the three years 1901 to 1903— an 
increase out of all proportion to the increase in population. Alarming 
conclusions have been based upon these and similar statistics of other 
countries, but it may be that the increase is due rather to increas­
ing urbanization and the better enforcement of the laws than to any 
real lowering of the moral standards of the young. Of the 3,355 
convictions inl920, 2,211 were for theft and 801 for burglary, house 
and shop breaking. Of those convicted, 2,518 were let off with a 
warning, bound to keep the peace or allowed to go under suspended 
sentence. 

!».—Juvenile Criminals convicted of Indictable Offences by Classes of Offence, 1930, 
with the total and yearly average for the period 1885-1929. 
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III. Offences against property without violence 
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V. Forgery and offences against the currency 
VI. Other offences not included in the above offences. 
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3L--Charges, Acquittals, Convictions and Sentences in respect of Indictable Offences* 
1915-1S2*. 

Charges and Sentences. 1915. 1916. 1917. 1918. 1919. 

No. No. No. No No. 
26,714 23,942 19,454 21,747 23,021 
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1 Includes cases where proceedings were stayed, disagreement of jury, etc. 
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